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carried a wallet of drugs at his belt.   "They dig down to
Gehenna for gold/'

"That is at Johannesburg/' I explained. "There are
many mines there/'

"Yes, yes," chorused my listeners, "Allah will punish
them for breaking open the ground/'

According to the strict Moslem code, mining of any
kind is forbidden. At Mecca all the rock used for build-
ing must be picked from the surface. On the hills I
saw some caves where material for grindstones could
be cut without going below the soil. Mohammed AUowey
mentioned dynamite, "Gunpowder with devils inside
it," which he considered especially taboo. Nevertheless,
the sinking of wells is sometimes undertaken, and for
this purpose wild-eyed, tousled diviners go about carrying
"dowsing" sticks.

After our discussion on mining we talked about other
countries. Concerning India everybody seemed quite
well-informed, and the same applied to the bulk of
Asia. Europe, however, was a very nebulous region
where the people occupied themselves chiefly by eating

Pig-
Owing to their ridiculous habit of shaving, the men

there were generally very ugly and effeminate-looking.
The Christian religion, like Islam, was divided into
two sects, something like Shafi and Shiah. London
seemed a very big town, travellers said bigger than
Cairo or Constantinople. The old Malekah, who always
behaved so well to the Moslem people, died several
years ago.